LE HIEN LINH NAM A

MEMORY VERSE
“And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; since
from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd
my people Israel.”

Mt 2:5

HOC THUQC LONG
“Tai Bé-lem, mién Giu-dé, vi frong sdch ngoén
st, c6 chép rdng: '‘Phdn nguoi, hdi Bé-lem,
mién dat Giu-da, nguoi dau phdi Id thanh nhé
nhat cla Giu-da, vi nguoi Ia noi vi lanh tu chdn
ddt It-ra-en dan Ta sé ra dsi.””

Mt 2,5



FIRST READING
(Is 60:1-6)

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah:

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has
come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you.
See, darkness covers the earth, and thick
clouds cover the peoples; but upon you the
LORD shines, and over you appears his glory.
Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by
your shining radiance. Raise your eyes and
look about; they all gather and come fo you:
your sons come from afar, and your daughters
in the arms of their nurses.

Then you shall be radiant at what you see,
your heart shall throb and overflow, for the
riches of the sea shall be emptied out before
you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to
you. Caravans of camels shall fill you,
dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; all from
Sheba shall come bearing gold and
frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of
the LORD.

The Word of the Lord.

BAI DOC |
(Is 60,1-6)

Trich Sach Tién Tri I-sa-i-a:

bung 1én, bung sdng 1én! Vi dnh sdng cula
nguoi dén réi. Vinh quang cla Dic Chua nhu
binh minh chiéu tod trén nguoi. Kia bdng 16i
bao frum mat dat, v& mdy mua phid 18p chu
ddn; con frén nguoi buc Chua nhu binh minh
chiéu tod, vinh quang Ngudi xudt hién trén
nguoi. Chu dan sé di vé phia dnh sang cula
Nnguoi, vua chda hudng vé anh binh minh cla
nguoi ma tién budc. Dua mdt nhin t& phia ma
xem, taGt cd déu tap hop, kéo dén vdi nguai:
con trai nguoi o phuong xa t6i, con gdi nQuoi
duoc dm bén hong.

Truéc cdnh dé, mat mdy nguoi rang r&, 1ong
NQUOI rao ruc, vui nhu md cd, vi ngudn gidu
sang sé& dé vé tu bién cd, cla cdi mudn dan
nudc sé tran dén véi nguoi. Lac da timg dan
che rop dat, lac da Mo-di-an va E-pha: tat cd
nhimg ngudi t So-va kéo dén, déu mang
theo vang vdéi trdm huong, va loan truyén 16i
ca tung BUC CHUA

D6 Ia L&i Chua.



SECOND READING
(Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6)

A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the
Ephesians:

Brothers and sisters:  You have heard of the
sfewardship of God’s grace that was given 1o
me for your benefit, namely, that the mystery
was made known to me by revelation. It was
not made known to people in other
generations as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that
the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same
body, and copartners in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel.

The Word of the Lord.

BAI DOC I
(Ep 3.2-3a. 5-6)

Trich Thu Cla Thanh Phao-l6 Tong D6 GUi Tin
Hru E-phé-xo6:

Thua anh em, hdn anh em da duoc nghe biét
vé k& hoach an sing ma Thién Chua da uy
thdc cho t6i, lien quan dén anh em. Ngudi da
mac khdi dé téi duoc biét mdu nhiém Duc
Kitd. M&u nhiém nady, Thién Chua da khong
cho nhing ngudi thuéc cdc thé hé trudc
duoc biét, nhung nay Ngudi da dung Than Khi
md mac khdi cho cdc thdnh Téng D6 va ngdn
st cla Ngudi. MAu nhiém doé 1a: trong Duc Kitd
Giésu va nh¢ Tin Mung, cdc ddn ngoai duoc
cung thta ké gia nghiép vdi ngudi Do-thdi,
cung Iam thanh mét than thé va cung chia sé
diéu Thién Chua hua.

D6 Ia Léi Chua.



GOSPEL
(Mt 2:1-12)

The Gospel According to St. Matthew:

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judeaq,
in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from
the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is
the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star
at its rising and have come to do him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he
was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him. Assembling all the chief priests and the
scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. They said to
him, “In Bethlehem of Judeaq, for thus it has
been written through the prophet: And you,
Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; since from
you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my
people Israel.” Then Herod called the magi
secretly and ascertained from them the time
of the star's appearance. He sent them to
Bethlehem and said, "Go and search diligently
for the child. When you have found him, bring
me word, that | foo may go and do him
homage.” After their audience with the king
they set out. And behold, the star that they
had seen at its rising preceded them, unfil it
came and stopped over the place where the
child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the
star, and on entering the house they saw the
child with Mary his mother. They prostrated
themselves and did him homage. Then they
opened their treasures and offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And having
been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they departed for their country by
another way.

The Word of the Lord.

PHUC AM
(Mt 2,13-15. 19-23)
Tin Ming Chuda Giésu theo Thadnh Mdat-théu:

Khi Buc Giésu ra dai tai Bé-lem, mién Giu-dé,
thdi vua Hé-ré-deé tri vi, cd mdy nhda chiém tfinh
U phuong Dong dén Gié-ru-sa-lem, va hoi:
“Duc Vua dén Do-thdi maéi sinh, hién & dau?
Chung t6i da thdy vi sao clia Ngudi xudt hién
bén phuong Dong, nén chung téi dén bdi lay
Ngudi.” Nghe tin dy, vua Hé-ro-dé bdi réi, va
cd thanh Gié-ru-sa-lem cing x6n xao. Nha
vua lién trieu tép tét cd cde thuong té va kinh
su trong dan lai, rdi hdi cho biét Dang Kitd
phai sinh ra & dau. Ho trd 16i: “Tai B&-lem, mién
Giu-dé, vi trong sdch ngodn s, cd chép rdng:
‘PhAn nguoi, hoi Bé-lem, mién dat Giu-da,
nguoi dau phdi Id thanh nhé nhét cla Giu-da,
vi Nguoi Ia noi vi lanh tu chan dét ft-ra-en dan
Ta sé ra déi.’” Bdy gid vua Hé-ro-dé bi mart voi
cdc nha chiém tinh dén, hoi can ké vé ngdy
Qid ngdi sao da xudt hién. R&i vua phdi cdc vi
Ay di Bé-lem va dan r&dng: “Xin quy ngdi di dd
hoi tudng tén vé Hai Nhi, va khi da tim thdy, xin
bdo Iai cho t6i, dé t6i cung dén badi lay
Ngudi.” Nghe nhd vua ndi thé, ho ra di. Bdy
Qi ngoi sao ho da thdy & phuong Boéng, lai
dan dudng cho ho dén tan noi Hai Nhi &, mdi
dung lai. Trong thdy ngdi sao, ho mung r& vo
cung. Ho vdo nha, thdy Hai Nhi véi than mau
I& bd Ma-ri-a, lién sdp minh thd lay Ngudi. RO
ho md& bdo trdp, 18y vang, nhd huong va méc
duoc ma dang tién. Sau dé, ho dugc bdo
mong la dung trd lai gdp vua Hé-ré-dé naa,
nén da di I6i khdc ma vé x& minh.,

Do Ia Léi Chua.



Fill in the B4

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of , in the days of King ,
1. behold, from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is the newborn
king of the Jews?

Magi prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their

2 tfreasures and offered him gifts of , ,and

TRUE OR FALSE
King Herod wanted to know where Jesus was born because he
wanted to come to worship Him.

4 The magi did King Herod homage and offered him gifts as they did to

Jesus.

UNDERLINE the correct answer(s)

Why King Herod was greatly troubled when he heard a king was born
in Bethlehem?

A. Because the newborn king is the Son of God.

B. Because the newborn king is the savior of the world.

2 C. Because the newborn king is from Bethlehem which is fulfilled
the words of the prophet. Namely, King Herod would be
dethroned soon.

D. Because the newborn king is Jesus.
Why did the magi offer Jesus gold, frankincense and myrrh?
A. Because they believed Jesus is the King.
6. Because they were rich.

B.
C. Because Joseph, Mary and Jesus were too poor.
D. Because King Herod told them to do so.



Didn vio chd TRUNG

Khi Buc Giésu ra dai tai Bé-lem, mién , thdi vua tri vi, c6 may
1. nhd tU phuong Dong dén Gié-ru-sa-lem, va hodi: “bBic Vua dan Do-thadi
maéi sinh, hién & dau?

Cdc nha chiém tinh vao nha, thdy Hai Nhi véi than mau 1a ba Ma-ri-a, lién sdp minh

2. tha lay Ngudi. R6i ho mé bdo trdp, 18y , ,va ma dang
tién.
DUNG HAY SAI

Vua Hé-r6-dé mudn biét noi Chua Giésu sinh ra & dau bdi vi 6ng
mudn dén thd lay Ngai.

Cdc nha chiém finh da bdi lay vua Hérédé va dang lén 6ng 1é vat
nhu ho dd Idm cho Chua Giésu.

GACH DUOI ciu tri lai ding:

Tai sao vua Hérodé bai réi khi nghe mot vi vua dd sinh ra tai Belem?
A. Tai vivi vua mai sinh Id Con Thién Chua
B. Tai vi vi vua méi sinh Id Bang ctu chudc nhan loai.

5. C. Tai vi vi vua mdi sinh dén 1t thanh Be-lem, diéu ndy (ng
nghiém I&i cla ngdn st. Nghia 1d, vua Hé-ro-dé sdp bi mat
ngdi vua.

D. Tai vivi vua méi sinh 1a Buc Giésu.

Tai sao cdAc nha chiém tinh dang 1én Chuda Giésu vang, mdc duoc va
Nnha huong?

A. Taqi vi ho tin rdng Chua Giésu Ia Vua.

B. Taiviho gidu co.

C. Taivi Giuse, Maria va Giésu rat nghéo.

D. Taivivua Hé-ro-dé bdo ho lam nhu vay.
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MEMORY VERSE
“And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; since
from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd
my people lsrael.”

Mt 2:5

HOC THUQC LONG
“Tai Bé-lem, mién Giu-dé, vi trong sdch ngdn
st, c6 chép rdng: 'Phdn nguoi, hdi Bé-lem,
mién dat Giu-da, nguoi dau phdi & thanh nhé
nhat cda Giu-da, vi nguoi Id naoi vi lanh tu chan
ddt it-ra-en dén Ta sé ra dai.””

Mt 2,5
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REFLECTIONS

FIRST READING

What a vision the prophet gives us of the way life should be,
and one day shall be! He sees a new Jerusalem bursting in | As a member of a family, 1
the future with the riches and abundant life of the Lord.
Pilgrims from every nation stream into the holy city to praise
God, who has called them home. Their hearfs throb with | bring the presence of the Lord
wonder, joy, and gratitude. For Christians, the new Jerusalemis | to these parts of the Church?
understood as a symbol of the universal Church. The Church
gathers God’s people from east and west, north and south, to worship together and present
their gifts to the Lord.

parish, a diocese, how can you

The universal, world-wide Church takes shape and lives its life diocese by diocese, parish by
parish, and family by family. The “you” in this reading is each one of these groups that make up
the Church. Read the first line of this passage together (up to “shines upon you,”) and in place
of “Jerusalem,” say the name of your diocese. Read the line again, replacing Jerusalem with
the name of your parish. Then read it one last time, with each one saying the name of your
family.

How does the presence of the Lord shine upon your diocese, your parish, your family? As a
member of a family, a parish, a diocese, how can you bring the presence of the Lord to these
parts of the Church? How is your family, your diocese, and your parish open to the needs of the
whole world? How do you express your care and concern for the whole world?

SECOND READING

A message similar to that of the first reading is given to the people of Ephesus: the good news of
Jesus is meant for all people, not just a few. All people are called to share in the promise of
Jesus Christ,

The word “epiphany” means “showing” or “manifestation”. On the feast of the Epiphany, we
celebrate that Jesus Christ came, not just for his own family, or his own tribe, or for all the Jews,
but for everyone, Jews and Gentiles alike. (Gentiles are non-Jews.) This was part of God’s plan.
The Gentiles of that time did not know God. They believed in idols, or in “the Fates,” or in the
emperor of Rome. But now they had been "in the dark” long enough. It was time to bring them
(and us, their descendants) into the light of Christ! That is what the feast of Epiphany is all about.

. This letter was written to the Ephesians. They were Gentiles.
How can you carry this message Imagine how they felt, being told that they were now “co-heirs
of inclusiveness to your with the Jews (God’s chosen people) and sharers of the
promise.” They were no longer left out, but included. How
can you carry this message of inclusiveness to your
school? neighborhood, your parish, your school?

neighborhood, your parish, your




GOSPEL

Today we celebrate the showing forth (epiphany) of Jesus to .
the nations beyond Israel. When astrologers, or magi, from the How will you be alert to the
East saw a new star appear in the sky, they accepted it as a | “stars” around you? How can
sign that a great leader had been born.  Without knowing you let Jesus shine fhrough
where the star would lead them or what they would find, the
magi set out bearing Qifts. Their faith and courage were V""?
rewarded when God revealed to them his own Son.

On our faith journeys, we, too, have to remain alert for the signs through which Jesus reveals his
presence to us. His “stars” are all around us — in the beauty of creation, in the Church, in the arts
and sciences, in the uniqueness of each person. How will you be alert to the “stars” around
you? How can you let Jesus shine through you?



St. John Neumann
January 5™

.

John Neumann was born in Bohemia, now part of the
Czech Republic. He was a quiet small boy, only five feet,
two inches tall but his eyes were very kind and he smiled a
lot. His parents were Philip who was a German and Agnes
Neumann who was Chez. He had four sisters and a brother.

He was an excellent student, who was drawn to the
religious life when he was gquite young. After college, John
entered the seminary. When time came for ordination, the
bishop was sick. The date was never set because Bohemia
had enough priests af the time.

Since he had been reading about missionary activities in
the United States, John decided to go to America to ask
for ordination. He walked most of the way to France and
then boarded the ship Europa for America.

John arrived in Manhattan on June 9, 1836 without
informing anyone that he was coming. Bishop John Dubois
was very happy to see him as there were only thirty-six
priests for the two hundred thousand Catholics living in the state of New York and part of New
Jersey.

Just sixteen days after his arrival, John was ordained a priest and sent to Buffalo. There he helped
Father Pax care for his parish, which was nine hundred square miles in size. Father Pax asked him
to choose between working in the city of Buffalo or the country area. Now John's strong
character began to show when he chose the most difficult - the country area.

He decided to stay in a little town with an unfinished church. Once it was completed, he moved
to another town that had a log-church. There he built himself a small log cabin. He hardly ever lit
a fire and often lived on bread and water. He only slept a few hours each night.

The farms in his area were far apart. John had to walk long distances to reach his people. They
were German, French, Irish and Scotch. But John who knew twelve languages, worked with
them all.

John joined the Redemptorist order and continued his missionary work. He became bishop of
Philadelphia in 1852. Bishop Neumann built fifty churches and began building a cathedral. He
opened almost one hundred schools, and the number of parochial school students grew from
five hundred to nine thousand.

Bishop Neumann’s health never improved much, but people were still very surprised when he
died suddenly on January 5, 1860 when he was just forty-eight years old.

He was the first American man and first American bishop to be declared a saint by Pope Paul VI
on June 19, 1977.
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We might not be as smart, strong, or active as we would like to be. But that doesn’t stop God
from loving us and from using us to do wonderful things. When we have to do something difficult,
we can ask St. John Neumann’s help.
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